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This quarterly report from CamboJA is part of our ongoing efforts to monitor 

and advocate for press freedom in Cambodia. It includes brief summaries of 

incidents and news updates related to press freedom and freedom of expression 

of journalists from October-December 2022.

One significant development we have monitored this quarter is four journalists 

covering deforestation or illegal logging being charged with extortion, one 

who has gone into hiding. Additionally, VOD and VOA journalists were denied 

access to Cambodian Prime Minister Hun Sen’s press conference following 

the ASEAN Summit on November 13, while dozens of other journalists were 

permitted entry. 

CamboJA recorded 6 cases of harassment against 10 journalists (2 female) and 

observed 7 incidents related to violations of journalists’ right to free expression 

during this quarter. Also in this report, we have compiled updates on challenges 

facing independent media and trends in freedom of expression and media 

development.

Together for Free Press
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Safety & Security of Journalists
An environment free from physical and mental hazards is essential for press freedom. Also, people 
have the right to freedom of expression through media or any other means without repercussions. 
During the 4th quarter of 2022, these fundamental freedoms were again threatened by local 
authorities, companies, and the judiciary. Among the many challenges facing Cambodian journalists, 
the fear of legal trouble continues to be a daily part of the job. Journalists often feel intimidated or 
threatened by government actions, whether it be police stopping journalists from filming or taking 
legal action against them for simply doing their job. 

From October to December 2022, CamboJA recorded 6 cases of harassment against 10 journalists 
(2 female). Six of those journalists experienced harassment, discrimination or threats, three were 
arrested and one faced legal action.

Types of harassment No. of incident reported No. of journalists

Legal action 1 1

Administrative action 0 0

Violence/threats 4 6

Detained for questioning 0 0

Imprisonment 1 3

TOTAL 6 10 (2 Females)

Table 1: Types of Harassment

Summaries of Incidents of 
Harassment Against Journalists

A journalist investigating deforestation remains in hiding after the Preah Vihear provincial court 
issued a warrant for his arrest in October on charges of extortion.

Military police are still searching for freelance journalist Try Sophal after he reportedly failed to 
show up for his court-mandated monthly check-in at the Kampong Branak commune police station.

1. Journalist in Hiding After Extortion Charges

RECORDED CASES OF HARASSMENT (OCT-DEC 2022)

6
against 10 journalists (2 female)

TOTAL CASES OF HARASSMENT 

Sophal told CamboJA, when reached by 
phone from hiding, that he had followed all 
the court’s procedures and was innocent of 
the charges against him.

“I am now worried,” Sophal said. “It seems 
like suppression; they don’t want me to carry 
out reporting in this [Preah Vihear] province.”

In December 2021, Sophal, then an employee 
of KND media online, went to report about 
excavators clearing state forest land in Siem 
Reap Kulen district. Later, he was sued by 
one of the excavator owners, Ieng Sang.

Source: https://bit.ly/3FW55n3

Preah Vihear provincial court in 2020. (Supplied)

6 experienced 
harassment and threat

1 faced
legal action

3 journalists were arrested
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Following the ASEAN Summit on November 10-13, Prime Minister Hun Sen invited foreign and local 
reporters for a two-hour press conference at the Peace Palace — but denied access to VOD and VOA.

Before distributing the passes to registered media, two members of the Ministry of Information’s 
press staff told a VOD journalist that their supervisor would not allow VOD and VOA journalists to 
attend the press conference with Hun Sen.

Information Ministry spokesperson, Meas Sophoan, said that reporters from the two news outlets 
“never attend” these press conferences, and alleged they “cut only a few points” from conference 
speeches to publish.

Reporters for the two outlets regularly pepper senior officials, including Hun 
Sen, with questions at press conferences, and VOD and VOA are among the few independent news 
organizations still operating in the country.

Source: http://bit.ly/3UUYu2j

2. VOD and VOA journalists Denied Access to 
Prime Minister’s Press Conference

Three journalists were accused of demanding $4,000 in exchange for withholding information on 
illegal purchases of timber by the PNT company.

Mom Vibal, 44, Tin Try, 29, and Tin Sitha, 27 — reporters for online and television news outlets in 
Preah Vihear province — were taken into custody on Nov. 23 and charged with extortion following a 
lawsuit filed by Sat Nak, 30, a representative of Vietnamese logging company PNT.

Journalists and environmental activists criticized the authorities’ filing of charges, arguing that the 
illegal loggers should be charged as well. 

The company offered the trio $2,000 and invited them to a meeting, where they were arrested.

Source: https://bit.ly/3FApEoZ

3. Cambodian journalists reporting on illegal 
logging charged with extortion

Land Management Minister Chea Sophara called out two female reporter for VOD during a public 
forum, asking them to stand next to him and not to move, and asking one of his bodyguards to take 
down their names. 

During a meeting with the Preah Dal community in Siem Reap province, the minister accused the 
independent outlet of shoddy reporting, and ordered the journalists — a foreigner and a Cambodian 
— to stand near him so they would not confuse his words. 

He also said young journalists translate improperly and like to lie in an attempt to attract more 
readers. 

“Please stay here until the meeting has finished and do not move anywhere yet” Sophara said.

One of the reporters, who asked to remain anonymous, told CamboJA that the comments and 
directives made her feel nervous, and said she viewed Sophara’s actions as an attempt to threaten 
her and other media outlets. 

Source: Phone interview

4. Two Journalists Scolded by Land Management 
Minister at Public Forum

Luos Seng, the publisher of the Luos Seng News, filed a complaint against Bavet City police chief 
Em Sovannarith at the provincial court on November 21, saying the officer ordered reporter Prum 
Chantha to delete a live video about a traffic accident on November 2.

When the reporter refused, the police chief grabbed the phone to delete it himself while threatening 
to handcuff the journalist. 

“Police officers seem to be so cruel by threatening to handcuff if [reporters] didn’t delete the live 
video,” Seng said. “It’s a threat, as well as breaking the spirit of reporters. So, I filed a complaint and 
sought justice.”

The police chief denied the accusations.“I did not grab anything from them. I said in relation to 
traffic, they can take videos of whatever they want,” he said. 

Source: https://bit.ly/3juCOwe

5. Reporter Files a Complaint Against Bavet 
City Police Chief
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The Battambang provincial court sentenced a journalist and two citizens to one year in prison on 
charges of incitement to commit crimes after they livestreamed a protest in front of the Department 
of Public and Transport in Battambang province.  

Sam Diya, the publisher of Battambang Post, along with corn traders Hum Chan Kresna and Keo 
Vesna, were arrested on July 14 and sentenced on October 21, then released with the remainder of 
their sentences suspended. 

The arrests occurred after the three posted a video on social media on July 9 showing hundreds of 
people gathering to prevent officials from stopping an overweight truck transporting corn across a 
Thai border checkpoint — fearing it could prevent Thai traders from buying their produce. 

Source: https://bit.ly/3PSqHFw

6. Battambang Provincial Court Sentences One 
Journalist and Two Citizens to One Year in Prison

Digital media company KCTV may soon become embroiled in a legal battle with tycoon Leng Navatra 
after he stated he planned to sue the publication.

KCTV media published an article and video clip on December 23 reportedly showing Leng Navatra 
Group workers pumping sand to fill in a lake to install a concrete road to access the tycoon’s 
development project in Kandal province.

“Content was published that has made serious damage to the Galaxy Navatra Group,” said a statement 
from the company, adding it would sue the publication to halt the “abuse.”

KCTV publisher Min Khoeun told CamboJA he was not concerned about the threat and only published 
what villagers had said. 

“My colleagues went to that site and saw the facts: we have the pictures, video clips and interviews,” 
he said. 

Source: https://bit.ly/3FW55n3

7. Tycoon Threats for Sensitive Stories

Updates on Cambodia’s Media 
Situation

Six Southeast Asian journalist organizations from five countries formed a regional partnership 
conference and signed the memorandum of understanding to combat increasing repression and 
deteriorating press freedom across the region.

The groups include the Cambodian Journalists Alliance Association (CamboJA), Indonesia’s 
Aliansi Jurnalis Independen (AJI), the National Union of Journalists of the Philippines, Malaysia’s 
Gerakan Media Merdeka, the Journalism Association of Timor Leste and the Center for Independent 
Journalism (CIJ) in Malaysia

The regional press network, coordinated by AJI, will co-fundraise, monitor harassment cases against 
journalists, conduct joint campaigns in response to attacks on press freedom and provide training 
and support across newsrooms, according to the memorandum of understanding.

“In each ASEAN country there are more and more restrictions on press freedom and intimidation, 
including harassment,” said Nop Vy, CamboJA’s executive director. “We are working to promote 
press freedom for independent journalists and provide effective sustainable support.”

Source: https://bit.ly/3hIfbj8

1. Southeast Asia Journalist Organizations Launch 
Regional Collaboration 

11Journalism Situation in Cambodia

Participants raise their hands, chanting “Protect Human Rights, Protect Press Freedom,” 
during the Southeast Asia media conference in Phnom Penh on December 12, 2022. 
(CamboJA/ Pring Samrang)
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The government needs to urgently address the country’s “declining situation of freedom of 
expression,” and Cambodia “has a long way to go before the right to access information is upheld,” 
CCHR said in its annual State of Freedom of Expression, Press Freedom and Access to Information 
report.

At least 20 journalists faced legal action from September 2021 to August 2022, with 14 detained and 
two convicted over their reporting. Thirteen human rights defenders faced legal action in the same 
period, with four detained and four convicted.

Houn Phan, a project coordinator at CCHR, said comparing the organization’s reports from last year 
and this year showed no improvement in freedom of the press and expression.

Source: http://bit.ly/3EKiIoQ

II. Ahead of 2023 Elections, Press Freedom 
Continues to Lag, CCHR Says 
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Journalists cover a post-Asean summit press conference given by Prime Minister Hun Sen in Phnom Penh on 
November 13, 2022, in a photograph posted to the prime minister’s Facebook page. VOD and VOA journalists 
were not permitted entry.

The Ministry of Information announced a 5th gathering between journalists and Prime Minister 
Hun Sen is scheduled for 14 January 2023.

Journalists who wish to attend must register their names first with the ministry. According to the 
ministry, more than 5,000 Cambodian journalists and ministry spokesmen have registered so far. 

“This annual meeting between Samdech Hun Sen and the local journalists is very important for our 
journalists because they can raise their concerns or other challenges to the prime minister,” Ministry 
of Information spokesman Phos Sovann said.

IV. Date Set for Prime Minister’s Gathering with 
Journalists

Information Minister Khieu Kanharith 
said the draft Access to Information 
Law had been sent to the Office of the 
Council of Ministers “months ago” 
after officials finished discussions with 
the Justice Ministry about provisions 
related to penalties for officials who 
failed to provide requested information. 

“We have sent [the draft law] a few 
months ago but as we have known, 
we were busy at work with the Asean 
ministerial meeting,” Kanharith said, 
without specifying when the draft law 
was sent to the Council of Ministers.

III. Long-Awaited Information Access Law 
Awaits Council of Ministers Approval

Information Minister Khieu Kanharith speaks at a media 
conference in Phnom Penh on October 27, 2022.

CamboJA/Pring Samrang

Lam Socheat, director of the Advocacy and Policy Institute, welcomed the draft law’s progression to 
the Council of Ministers, but said he had asked to review the final draft early this year and has yet to 
receive it from the Information Ministry.

“We have applauded because we have been waiting for years,” Socheat said. “If the law is carried out 
by international standards, people can largely receive information.”

Source: https://bit.ly/3Uo4eB5
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In October 2022, the Supreme Court returned the confiscated identification documents of two former 
Radio Free Asia journalists who were arrested five years ago on espionage charges. 

RFA journalists Yeang Sothearin and Uon Chhin were arrested in November 2017 and charged with 
supplying a foreign state with information prejudicial to national defense. The pair were detained for 
nine months before being released on bail. The court also confiscated a passport of Yeang Sothearin 
and an ID card of Un Chin.

“It has been five years so far that I can’t visit my hometown and meet with my family,” said Sothearin, 
whose family lives in Vietnam. “I will depart for Kampuchea Krom tomorrow, so that I don’t delay 
anymore because my sister is in serious condition.”

Source: https://bit.ly/3juzrW6

V. Supreme Court Returns Ex-RFA Journalists’ IDs 
as Charges Linger

14 Journalism Situation in Cambodia

Yeang Sothearin, a former Radio Free Asia journalist, smiles 
as he holds up his passport, which was returned to him by the 
Phnom Penh Municipal Court on October 28, 2022.
CamboJA/Pring Samrang

Thirty-two non-governmental organizations endorsed a statement on International Day to End 
Impunity for Crimes Against Journalists and call on Cambodian authorities to prosecute crimes 
committed against journalists, and to stop committing them.

Since 1994, at least 15 journalists have been killed in Cambodia. Most were reporting on sensitive 
issues at the time of their death, and no perpetrators have been brought to justice in these cases.

“We urge authorities to ensure that journalists are free to report and publish news that holds 
institutions and individuals to account and serves the public interest. We also urge immediate action 
to ensure that effective, independent and transparent investigations into crimes against journalists 
are conducted and that justice is served,” the groups wrote. 

Source: https://bit.ly/3hW6qST

VI. Joint Statement: End Impunity for Crimes 
Against Journalists in Cambodia

Civil society experts in the media sector have urged the National Election Commission and state 
authorities to ensure freedom for journalists to cover the election process without intimidating and 
discrimination to show that Cambodia has fulfilled its obligations to respect citizens’ rights and the 
will of the electorate. 

The request was made in a letter dated 28 November on the outcome of the Second Annual Forum 
on “The Role of the Media in Monitoring and Reporting in the 2023 National Election Process,” 
published by the Cambodian Center for Independent Media (CCIM). 

Source: https://bit.ly/3hW6qST

VII. Civil Society Urges More Freedom for 
Journalists Reporting on the Upcoming National 
Elections
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Prime Minister Hun Sen addressed the arrest of a journalist for the pro-government Bayon TV 
network during a speech in late December, asking courts not to arrest reporters in a hurry. 

The Bayon journalist was arrested for alleged fraud in connection with selling land for 36 million US 
dollars. 

Speaking at the annual review of the Land Management Ministry, the prime minister also offered his 
personal lawyer to defend the Bayon employee and guaranteed his release on bail. 

“I really insist to the judicial system, don’t be too rushed to arrest people without probing,” he said. 

He added that cases that should be settled in civil courts are turned into criminal cases, without 
enough evidence against the accused.

Groups including CamboJA have long called on the government to stop applying criminal statutes to 
journalists in cases of alleged defamation or professional misconduct. 

Source: https://bit.ly/3WMWPwt

VIII. Prime Minister Hun Sen Urges Caution in 
Arrests of Reporters

The CCJ’s 19th Editor’s Forum on strengthening the practice of journalistic ethics in Cambodia was 
held on December 17 with the participation of a total of 92 publishers, editors-in-chief, association 
representatives, and media leaders from 60 media outlets.

At the forum, media outlets’ representatives urged the establishment of a professional journalist 
ethics council to punish those who abuse the profession.

In a joint statement, they said that no institution currently acts to uphold the values of the journalism 
profession, which has resulted in members of the public sometimes criticizing all journalists for the 
professional misconduct of a relatively small number of people.

“We believe that the establishment of a professional journalistic ethics council, with the clear function 
of improving the sector and punishing wrongdoers, is essential for improving the current state of 
journalism in Cambodia,” it read.

Prime Minister Hun Sen addressed the forum in a letter, urging it to take action to defend the 
profession against a “small number” or journalists who “think only of their own interests.”

Source: https://bit.ly/3G5PtgO

IX. The Club of Cambodian Journalists Holds 19th 
Editor’s Forum
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Contact us

#19, St. 388, Sangkat Tuol Svay Prey I,
Khan Boeng Keng Kang, Phnom Penh.

communications@camboja.net

+855 (0)23 88 23 11


