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CamboJA demands immediate return of confiscated press card to An Vichet 
 
Phnom Penh, August 18, 2021 – The Cambodian Journalists Alliance Association (CamboJA) 
urges Meanchey District authority to immediately return the confiscated press ID card to Mr. An 
Vichet.  
 
An Vichet!"freelance journalist working for CamboJA, said he went to Meanchey district office and 
the district police office"this morning to ask for the return of his press card, which was confiscated 
by the district authority on August 13"while covering a land dispute between authorities and 
residents along Boeng Tompun lake, but both district officials and district police officers denied 
knowing about the case.  
 
Mr. An Vichet said he first went to the district hall where he was told to go to the district police 
station. When he arrived at the district police station, he talked to a police officer there by 
explaining his intention and the story background. The officer then told Vichet to talk to his boss 
who said he did not know about this case and referred Vichet to Boeung Tumpun I commune 
police station. When he arrived at Boeung Tumpun I police station, the police officer told Vichet 
“he did not know about the case and said no press card was confiscated.”   
 
On Friday 13th August, Meanchey district authorities confiscated the press identification card of 
An Vichet and forced him as well as the other CamboJA’s member Lors Lib Lib to delete all of 
their pictures and videos of villagers protesting against joint police force of Meanchey district who 
were demolishing their houses along Boeung Tumpun lake. An Vichet told CamboJA that the 
authorities even threatened him of arrest if he refused to remove all the images in front of them. 
Although he tried to prove that he was a journalist by presenting the press card, they still forced 
him to delete all the pictures from his camera and even confiscated his press card. The authorities 
still refused to return the press card to him, regardless of his explanation, and referred him to take 
the card at the district office.  

 
Mr. An Vichet expressed his disappointment with the Meanchey distric authority for showing no  
responsibility for their actions.  
 
CamboJA insists the authority must immediately return the press card to An Vichet and take 
responsibility for its abusive actions against media rights. 
 

For more details please contact:   
Mr. Nop Vy, Executive Director  
012 519 261 | ed@camboja.net   

 
Mr. Him Khortieth, Research & Advocacy Manager  
016 575 713 |  khortieth.him@camboja.net 

 


