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CamboJA appeals to stakeholders to engage in improving the participation of
women in journalism

Phnom Penh, October 26, 2020 — The Cambodian Journalists Alliance (CamboJA)
held a dialogue about “Women and Journalism” on October 3, 2020 with 50 distinguished guests
and participants. The dialogue was divided into two workshops: a consultative workshop with 17
female journalists in the morning, and a panel discussion in the afternoon on “Opportunities,
Challenges and Potential Solutions for Female Journalists” with speakers from key stakeholders
such as H.E. Chea Sundaneth, undersecretary of state at the Ministry of Information; H.E. The
Chhunhak, director general of the gender equality and economic development department at the
Ministry of Women’s Affairs; Mr. Sek Sophorn, attorney at R&L Law; and Ms. Khan Leakhena,
reporter for Voice of Democracy (VOD).

Following a brief online survey, a consultative workshop with female journalists and a
panel discussion with representatives from key stakeholders, CamboJA has found that
Cambodia’s female journalists face several issues:

1) 40% of female journalists of the respondents are required to work at night, and their
workplace does not provide transportation to commute home. Therefore, most use their
own motorbikes for the late commutes, and half of respondents say they do not feel safe.

2) 40% of female journalists have experienced sexual harassment during interviews with
sources.

3) About 80% of female journalists say the sexual harassment has happened both in person
and online.

4) When covering news in conflict situations such as protests, some female journalists have
been physically and sexually harassed by local authorities, who push them even though
they have identified themselves as journalists.

5) Currently there is no definition of “sexual harassment” in law, which leads to a lack of law
enforcement.

Based on the above concerns, CamboJA asks the Ministry of Information, Ministry of
Women'’s Affairs, media outlets, journalists’ clubs and associations, and relevant national and
international institutions to continue to support and participate in the implementation of
activities to improve the participation of women in journalism:

i.  Organize consultative workshops with participation from press clubs, unions and
journalists’ associations to create a policy on sexual and gender-based harassment in the
workplace and public spaces.

ii.  Build a network of female journalists in Cambodia that meets once a month or at least
once per quarter to discuss challenges and potential solutions.

iii.  Create a social media campaign using real-life examples that drive discussion and raise
awareness about sexual harassment while advocating for changes in behaviour.
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iv.  Organize workshops and trainings on sexual and gender-based harassment with media
outlets.

v.  Offer psychological support to female journalists when they suffer from sexual,
psychological and physical harassment.

vi.  Providing trainings to female journalists on how to protect themselves and respond non-
violently when they are harassed sexually, verbally or physically both online and offline.

CamboJA hopes that key ministries, media outlets, journalists’ clubs and associations and
journalists themselves will actively join efforts to prevent the sexual, psychological and physical
harassment of female journalists. We are confident that once we create a friendly, supportive and
motivated environment for women, the number of female journalists will increase, contributing
to gender equality and sustainable development.

For more details please contact:

Mr. Nop Vy, Executive Director at Cambodian Journalists Alliance (CamboJA)
Tel: 012 519 261

Email: ed@camboja.net
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